Information about the Birmingham Conference

Address : Paradise Place, Fletchers Walk, Birmingham, B3 3HG.

Phone : 0121 331 5901/2

Tourism website : visitbirmingham.com

Conference Committee information contact : Eamonn Ward 0114 2311548. From Thursday 9 September at conference 0750 3883740

Getting to the Conservatoire
The good news is that the Conservatoire is located in the city centre, and Birmingham has great transport links.  The bad news is that Birmingham can be difficult to get around and isn’t always great at signposts.  However, if you follow the instructions below, you should be fine!

Train and Metro
Birmingham is well served by trains from across the country, and if booked in advance, this can be a cheap option.  www.thetrainline.co.uk lists train times/routes and offers online booking.  If coming from London, there are 3 different lines to Birmingham, and booking on a slower route (www.londonmidland.co.uk or www.chilternrailways.co.uk) can be much cheaper.

Most trains arrive into Birmingham New Street station (700 metres from the Conservatoire).  To get to the Conservatoire, follow the signs to the Victoria Square exit (located at the extreme “B” end of each platform, apart from platforms 1 and 12 – if arriving here, just head up to the main concourse and back down to any other platform).

When leaving the station, cross over the road and carry straight up the hill (Pinfold Street) towards the clock tower. When you reach the base of the clock, the Conservatoire will be directly across the square to your left, adjacent to the Central Library and Town Hall.

Some trains also arrive at Birmingham Snow Hill station (700m from the Conservatoire), as do West Midlands metros.  To get to the Conservatoire, head for the main exit then turn right and walk along Colmore Row.  At the end of Colmore Row, you’ll see the Town Hall (which looks like a Greek Temple).  The Conservatoire is behind the Town Hall, next to the Central Library.

Coach

Long-distance coaches usually arrive at Birmingham Coach Station in Digbeth (1.6km away). These are mainly operated by National Express and Megabus (www.nationalexpress.com and www.megabus.co.uk), are often cheaper than trains, and there are good links to the whole country.

To get to the Conservatoire, getting a bus is the easiest option.  The bus stop (Stop “XH”) is just outside the main exit.  Catch bus number 37, which will can you off at the Victoria Square exit of New Street Station (on Navigation Street).  From there, follow the instructions given above for getting from New Street Station to the Conservatoire.

By Road & Parking 

See – “Directions to the venue” link on this page 

Getting around Birmingham

As the Conservatoire is within in the city centre, and is surrounded by restaurants and cafes, you shouldn’t need to use the local transport system too much.

As Birmingham is covered by trains, buses and a metro system, each with their own website and helpline, this can be a bit confusing.  The best way through this confusion is to use the excellent www.transportdirect.info – if you stick in your destination’s postcode, and the postcode of the Conservatoire (B3 3HG), it’ll wade through the myriad of routes and operators and tell you the easiest way to get where you want to go.  It’ll even give you links to operators’ websites and maps.  0871 200 22 33 provides a similar telephone service.

Trains/Metro
Birmingham has an excellent local train network.  If where you need to get to is near a train station, this is usually the easiest option.  Trains depart from New Street and Snow Hill (detailed above).  Metros also depart from Snow Hill.

Buses
While Birmingham has hundreds of bus routes, there is no central bus station.  Local buses usually depart from Colmore Row , Corporation Street , or Moor Street Queensway  but can also leave from other destinations (all under 800m walk).  It’s best to find the details of your route before you come.  Many buses do not give change, so have your fare handy (usually £1.50 for a single at the moment).

Taxis
TOA are a reliable black cab firm serving the whole city – 0121 427 8888.  There are also taxi ranks on Colmore Row , the bottom of Hill Street and at New Street Station.

Cycling

www.transportdirect.info provides a cycle route planner, and there are places to lock up bicycles throughout the city centre.  Bicycles can also be taken on local trains (no pre-booking required).  On Your Bike offer bike hire - http://www.onyourbike.com or 0121 6666 933.  They are located 5 minutes’ walk from the city centre at 33-40 Bradford Street (near the coach station described above).

Nearby Attractions/Entertainment

Artsfest, the UK’s biggest free arts festival is on the same weekend as the Conference, and free events will be taking place all weekend.  The full programme can be found at http://www.artsfest.org.uk.

Birmingham has several theatres, concert venues, sports venues and cinemas located near to the Conservatoire.  The welcome desk at the Central Library (next-door to the Conservatoire) can provide details and book tickets for some venues. 

Of these attractions, some of the best include:

- Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery (which includes the Waterhall Modern Art Gallery) - across the square from the Conservatoire 

- The Electric Cinema (www.theelectric.co.uk), which claims to be the UK’s oldest working cinema, and is one of Birmingham’s few remaining independent cinemas.  It offers sofa seating, waiter service, and you can even text your orders to the bar. 

- St Philip’s Cathedral is right in the city centre, and claims to be the smallest cathedral in the UK. 

- Birmingham’s canals have been the site of major regeneration, and are lovely for a walk (and a stop in a canal side pub/café) on a sunny day.  The best place to access them is probably Brindley Place next to the Sea Life Centre. 

- The National Trust owned back-to-back houses – the last remaining in Birmingham and now restored. You can only visit them by joining a tour, so phone ahead to book a place – 0121 666 7671

Food, Amenities and Pubs

A Local Guide will be given to you when you register at conference with full details cross referenced to two comprehensive Birmingham “day” and “night” maps. 

