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Introduction
The Labour Party’s membership has plummeted by well over a quarter since it came to power in 1997. The Green Party believes that this is probably due to its having become effectively another conservative party.

Many former Labour supporters have joined the Green Party, and many more could do so without needing to change their outlook. It’s become a truism that people who used to support Labour on the grounds of commitment to social justice and public services now have far more in common with the Greens than with New Labour.

This report offers some insight into why former Labour loyalists have left Labour and joined the Greens. It presents the personal reasons of a sample of ex-Labour councillors, activists, members and supporters. We suspect that many current members of the Labour Party will find these views familiar.

The Greens will welcome any ex-Labour supporter who shares the Green Party’s vision of, and commitment to, social justice and ecological sustainability, for everyone, forever.

 

Then and now

Former Labour supporters who join the Green Party describe how Labour has changed. Many who have been committed to Labour for years or decades, and even have come from solid Labour families, are saying that Labour has become a new conservative party. Many who have yet to leave are saying similar. No wonder Labour Party membership has plummeted from 405,000 in 1997 to 270,000 in 2003.

(Source: "'Thousands will quit Labour' over Iraq war," Susan Bisset, Daily Telegraph, 12.1.03, 

www.telegraph.co.uk) 
"I was a fourth-generation Labour Party member before I joined the Greens. My Granny is turning in her grave over what Labour is today, and her Father alongside her."   David Byrne, ex-Labour councillor, fourth-generation Labour member, member of the Labour Party’s Northern Executive. Now a Green Party activist and member of the party’s public services team
"There is a lot of anger and frustration that people voted in a Labour government to rewrite the social injustices. And they just feel, after six years, that effectively, we are just getting the same old script from a rehashed Tory Party."

Paul Kenny, senior officer of the GMB union

 

"My father worked all his life for the rights of working people. He battled to ensure that there was health, education and a welfare state for all - he didn’t do that so cowards like Blair could destroy his work. My dad died before Maggie resigned - he wished he had been able to see a Labour government before he died.

"I rejoiced when Blair got in and believed we would see real change for the benefit of ordinary people in Britain - I am glad my dad didn’t see what Blair has done. I hope he would understand why I can no longer vote Labour. A vote for New Labour is a vote for the Tories and I will never do that knowingly again.

"As a community activist the Green Party offers an obvious place for me to hang my political hat now that Labour have let me down."

Sue Paylor, life-long Labour supporter and now a Green Party candidate for Lancaster City Council

 

"I was a Labour supporter and leaflet deliverer and was pleased with Blair’s election. Since then I have become entirely disillusioned with New Labour. From the war, the firefighters’ dispute, down to the closure of local care homes… Locally there are some well meaning people, hiding their heads in the sand to the fact that their parent party has become a ruthless and manipulative military industrial machine, hell-bent on serving the needs of the multinationals without any regard for the working person."

Ian Dixon, Lancashire firefighter, ex-Labour activist

 

"In 1997, when my Labour Party membership renewal form dropped through the door, I realised that I couldn't see any point in filling it in. The party no longer seemed as if it would make a difference, even if it did get elected. Everything that was important to me seemed to be being pushed into the background.

"A year later, staggered at the fact that the three Labour councillors representing my ward had just been replaced by three Greens, I looked into the Green Party a bit more. The last time I had had any contact with them (in the 1980s) it had seemed like a group of well-meaning people who were too disorganized to ever achieve anything. Now I realized that the Green Party was considerably more socialist than the Labour Party, stood for everything that the Labour Party should stand for, and had some eye-opening policies in areas that I had never thought about before.

"More importantly, it's a growing force, both in membership and in elected positions. Not once in the four years since I joined have I regretted the decision, and I'm still optimistic about what we can achieve."

Ian McCulloch, ex-Labour member, Cumbria

 

 

"Under the leadership of Kinnock Labour started to give up every principle I held dear: unilateral nuclear disarmament, full employment and Clause IV. Under Blair the betrayals have multiplied: even more privatisation, a growing poverty gap, undermining of the comprehensive principle in education and health, acquiescence in globalisation, surrender to the car lobby and the road builders, surrender to the hunting lobby, the feeblest of ‘green’ energy policies and a Thatcherite approach to the unions. Now, most menacing of all, we are to host Star Wars at Fylingdales and bow down to Bush over Iraq."

Quentin Deakin, former Labour activist, life-time socialist, left New Labour in 1997 and is now chair of Shipley Green Party, West Yorkshire

 

"In the 1970s the Left nearly led the Labour Party and I helped elect Ken Livingstone to lead the GLC. I was the Labour constituency election agent for Ernie Roberts MP in North Hackney as well as Ken Livingstone when he was the GLC member for North Hackney.

"By the General Election of 1983 Labour was beginning to junk its socialist policies under Kinnock. It’s been downhill ever since. I feel I was right to quit Labour in 1983, I have never regretted it and have been pleased to work with in the Green Party ever since. I think Labour members and supporters should quit NOW and join us because Labour has forever lost its socialist roots.            Mark Douglas, ex-Labour agent, now a member of the Green Party’s Campaigns Committee 

"We thought that things could only get better.

"I joined the Labour Party in Battersea in 1978. Despite the help of my joint ward secretary, a young barrister called Tony Blair, we soon started losing everything - the government, the council, the ILEA and then the GLC. But the 1980s were nevertheless a fulfilling time. We still had our principles, our dreams, our comradeship, our friendships and a lot of fun.

"As the 2001 election dawned, I realised I could support Labour no longer. They were doing nothing to address the two most important issues of the new century - the need to find a way to live sustainably on a finite planet and to reduce the global divide between rich and poor.

"I could have joined a pressure group, but only a political party can address all the issues that face a government and gain power. So I joined the Green Party, and recovered principles, dreams, comradeship, friendship and a lot of fun."

Brian Heatley, a Labour member for twenty years and an activist for much of that time, now a leading member of the Green Party’s Policy Committee.

"I expected to be let down by the Conservatives, but not betrayed by the party I had voted for. Labour are now more right-wing than the Tories. They have widened the gap between rich and poor. They have not actively challenged racism in Britain, in fact their draconian policy regarding refugees is pandering to the fears of people who believe there are not enough jobs, houses and services for all. PFI stinks. Labour’s attitude to the firemen is reminiscent of Thatcher and the miners.

"I learned from the Green Party councillors in Lancaster that the Green Party has a raft of social policies that stand side by side with its environmental policies. Contrary to the ridiculous media stereotypes, the Green Party is not a tree-hugging, single-issue party. It is a party that joins up social, economic and environment to produce a manifesto that is realistic and sustainable."

Sue Paylor, lifelong Labour supporter and now Green candidate for Lancaster City Council

 

 

Creeping privatisation versus

publicly-owned public services

 

Labour no longer represents the view that the public should control public utilities in the public interest. New Labour has steadfastly refused to return anything to public ownership, while continuing the Thatcherite programme of privatisations and furthering Private Finance Initiatives and Public-Private Partnerships. This policy has gone hand-in-hand with attacks on the unions, the decline of public services, and the rising power of the corporations.

 

"I left Labour because it had sold out on its support for working people's rights to effective organization in trade unions through not repealing Thatcher's laws, and because it was cutting the incomes of some of the poorest people in our society through its attack on single parents.

"If I hadn't left over those things I would have left when the party in government became the tool of private capital intent on taking over the welfare state and running it for profit, with PFI schemes and the like."

David Byrne, ex-Labour councillor and Northern Executive member

 

"When I first came into politics Labour was a party which was at best sceptical and at worst openly hostile to business. It has now gone right the other way."

Michael Meacher MP, New Labour minister

(Source: Interview, The Ecologist, spring 2003, www.theecologist.co.uk)

The Green Party, by contrast, has never lost its commitment to public services. Indeed it has reasserted at recent conferences its position of putting people before profit.

Union-bashing versus support for union rights

 

The Labour Party opposed the introduction of Thatcher’s anti-union laws – but now enforces them itself. The Green Party has consistently opposed such laws, and a Green government would repeal them.

 

"Labour convinced me it had sold out when it failed to repeal Thatcher's anti-union laws.

"The Green Party policies on Trade Union rights and the nature of welfare - ie as collective and not for profit, but reformed away from what it is now - are things I can wholeheartedly support. Policies which address the future of both people and this planet are a real bonus as well!"

David Byrne, ex-Labour councillor and Northern Executive member

 

"I joined the Green Party as a long-standing member of the labour movement, and a union branch secretary. At the time, back in 1989, friends in the union asked me why I hadn't joined the Labour Party, who were looking for union activists like myself to put on local councils etc. I said that a Labour government under Kinnock wouldn't look after the people for whom I worked. They argued then, but those with whom I'm still in touch don't argue now we have seen New Labour in government."

John Norris, ex-union activist, now a member of the Green Party’s national executive

 

"The idea of pillorying the firefighters, a group of workers dedicated to protecting and serving the general public is obscene and is an attack on the wider trades union movement, a foundation stone of the Labour party."

Ian Dixon, Lancashire firefighter, ex-Labour activist

 

"Is this what a Labour government was elected for? To enact draconian laws on workers?… This is part of the CBI agenda."

Bill Morris, general secretary of the Transport and General Workers Union, speaking of Tony Blair’s handling of the firefighters’ dispute

 

The Green Party’s spring 2003 conference further refined its policy on workers’ rights. See the Manifesto for a Sustainable Society, www.greenparty.org.uk/policy. Its autumn 2002 conference passed an emergency resolution backing the firefighters.

 

 

Unsustainable economics versus economic progress

Ever since it was forced to acknowledge that the global ecological crisis threatens humanity’s future, the Labour Party has struggled to join up its economic and environmental policies. The Green Party, by contrast, founded its economic policies on the twin imperatives of social justice and ecological sustainability. The Green vision is for prosperity and equity compatible with sustainability.

The Green Party’s message is gradually getting through – but not, it seems, to Tony Blair. Despite his occasional speeches about the environment, he continues to follow the classic neo-liberal approach to economics. It’s business more-or-less as usual.

 

"I think the whole tradition of growth-ism has become politically redundant, as we enter a century where the big issues are about our impact on the environment. Climate change could kill far more people than war in the 21st century, unless we implement Green policies. And that means getting the economy off its collision course with the environment, and onto a sustainable footing."

Cllr Andy Pearmain, Norwich City Council

 

"The buzz word at Jo'burg [the 2002 Earth Summit] was ‘to make globalisation work for the poorest’. It's a fundamental issue of judgement as to whether that is possible or whether it simply cannot be made to work. It is unquestionably true that we are trying to solve a lot of the problems by following the same courses that caused them in the first place…. This model puts developing countries in a position where they are a valuable but basically ancillary part of the capitalist trading network. The effect on many countries has been more poverty, not less."

Michael Meacher MP, New Labour environment minister

(Source: Interview, The Ecologist, spring 2003, www.theecologist.co.uk)

The Green Party believes in wealth redistribution in the UK, and a fairer distribution of wealth throughout the world.

 

 

Centralism versus participation

 

Many Labour members feel that under New Labour they have been expected to act as mere mouthpieces for Millbank spindoctors advocating policies increasingly divergent from what the members believe in. The Green Party promotes a culture of participation and empowerment of members.

 

"Policy betrayals aside, I started to be revolted by the New Labour style. Local activists were clearly only there to deliver letters and knock on doors at election time. Policy was not to be a grass-roots concern any more. Blairite apparatchiks were favoured at every level of party organisation, often imposed by central office. Kinnock and Blair cultivated a personality cult and party publications were big on gloss, thin on content."

Quentin Deakin, former Labour activist, life-time socialist, left New Labour in 1997 and is now chair of Shipley Green Party, West Yorkshire

"We appeared, and perhaps we were, over-controlling, manipulative. People stopped trusting what we had to say."

Alistair Campbell

(Source: Michael Cockerell, The Guardian, 4.2.03, "Who is to blame for making us sick of politics?" www.guardian.co.uk)

 

"Not long after Tony Blair became PM, I found that my membership of the Labour Party was more a matter of habit than policy. I saw that merely hoping for change was not reason enough for membership of Labour. Even the reducing number of policies I could still support were just ignored by the PM and his cabinet.

"For me, membership of a political party is more than being a rubber stamp for an individual who 'feels the hand of history on his shoulder' rather than acts on the views and policies of his Party."

Hugh Barney Miller, ex-Labour councillor

 

More in common with the Green Party

than with New Labour

 

While Labour’s social and economic policies have moved to the right, and its environmental policies have been tokenistic or worse, public opinion on social, economic and environmental issues has been gradually moving towards the Green Party. Research prior to the 2001 general election showed that in general, public opinion was far closer to the Greens than to Labour or the Tories. (See Green Party: The Strongest Link, www.greenparty.org.uk/reports 2001.)

Disillusioned Labour supporters are often very pleasantly surprised when they read a Green Party manifesto.


"I discussed Green Party policy with one of my city councillors and found I would be far more at home in the Green Party. I then read with growing amazement the policy documents of the Green Party and saw the long term vision and sense they were based on."

Hugh Barney Miller, ex-Labour councillor

"To me the Labour Party was primarily the application of principles to politics. Tony Blair did not reform the party, he changed it into another conservative party. The Labour Party no longer believes in peace, education for all, the environment, people before business, an end to racism, the working class, redistributive taxation or a fair society.

"After so many years of Tory government we hoped for change and we now know it will not come from New Labour.

"I was 20 years in the Labour Party, chair of ward party, vice-chair of constituency party. Now it’s the Green Party that I look to to represent those principles."

Leslie Dalton, long-standing Labour activist, now Green Party member, Eastbourne 

"My reasons for leaving Labour were a growing dissatisfaction with the policies of this government and their reluctance to undo much of the damage done by the Tories."

Rev Mike Bossingham, ex-Labour member and lifelong Labour supporter, joined the Green Party in 2002

"Within the Green Party I remain a committed socialist and environmentalist. Not all Greens would describe themselves as socialists. Nevertheless, ‘Old Labour’ people will recognise a commitment to equality and real local, democratic control running through all our policies.

"As in any genuinely democratic party members are not always in total agreement about policies, but we share values, values which include honesty and openness. Free debate is a feature of the party, whether at branch or conference level. After the stifling personality cult of New Labour the dual spokesperson system we have for the leadership of the party is a breath of fresh air."

Quentin Deakin, former Labour activist, life-time socialist, left New Labour in 1997 and is now chair of Shipley Green Party, West Yorkshire

 

 

Voting "to keep the Tories out" versus

voting for what you believe in

 

A very common response to Greens canvassing at election time is "We prefer your policies, but we must vote Labour to keep the Tories out." If everyone who said this voted Green, the Green Party vote would rocket.

 

"I have always voted Labour in general elections, mainly to stop the Tories getting in. But I will not be voting for them again. This current business with the war has convinced me further, and I couldn't actually bring myself to vote for them or any of the others now, no matter what."

Melanie Forrest, ex-Labour voter, Lancaster


"Voting, let alone political membership, should never be a matter of fear. By that I mean the propaganda that says 'if you don't vote for us you'll let the other lot in, and they're even worse than us!' What a terrible concept to spin in a democracy."

Hugh Barney Miller, ex-Labour councillor, Brighton

 

"Maybe it used to sound a convincing argument – voting Labour to keep the Conservatives out – but Labour has become a new Tory party. Voting Labour nowadays only keeps conservatives in."

David Roney, ex-Labour councillor, Oldham

"Politics in the three main parties seems to have converged on a rightwing platform with the government being more like New Conservative than New Labour. Where do Labour leavers position themselves in relation to the government? They aren't happy with this shift to the right. They are committed to good public services, not to Thatcherite privatisation, but that’s what Labour’s offering these days."

Paul Barasi, ex-Labour councillor in Merton, crossed the floor to the Greens in 2002
 

 

"Changing Labour from within" versus

fighting for a party whose policies you feel proud of

 

Many people still in the Labour Party hope that Tony Blair is an aberration, and that the party might "get back to normal" after his leadership. But many Greens who have left Labour trace the decline to long before Blair. And if with a large majority of MPs Blair has continued to lurch to the right, if they have continued to support his leadership while he snuggles ever closer to big business, how realistic is it to hope that Labour will ever recover its former principles?

 

"It must be so demoralising for people still in the Labour Party, when they’re canvassing at election times, and they just don’t believe in Labour any more. When people ask them about privatisation and council house sell-offs, and public transport and the state of the NHS – what on earth do they say?"

Cllr Margaret Kelly, ex-Labour councillor, active party member for thirty-two years before crossing the floor to join the Greens on Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council


"I would ask past and existing Labour Party members to privately consider some of the following issues, not an exhaustive list my any means, and where the Labour government stands on them: student fees; cutting the number of trains by thousands per year to 'improve' services; ‘Son of Star Wars’ missile systems; genetic modification and cloning; testing depleted uranium on our own soil and using it again in Iraq and Yugoslavia; wholesale council housing stock sell-offs; PR voting for the UK parliament and real reform in the House of Lords; full legal equality at home or work without negative discrimination; the euro; investment in alternative energy; pensions and ethical investment; the increasing gap between the rich and the poor in the UK.

"Honestly, do any Labour Party members with any of these concerns think they can change government policy from the inside? I would ask them, What does your own experience show you?

"I urge you to think positive, think future, think Green. Don't be 'left' or 'right' but out in front and be counted."

Hugh Barney Miller, ex-Labour councillor, Brighton

Education for profit versus education for life

 

Tony Blair famously proclaimed that his three priorities were education, education, education. This has translated into teachers demoralised by government policies and lack of resources leaving their profession in droves, while Tory policies on student grants have been upheld.

 

"During the last few years I have become disillusioned with the constant use of education as a political football.

"I myself experienced the results of government interference and my teaching career spanned the time between service to the West Riding of Yorkshire where our teachers and their standards were the envy of the world, when it was a privilege and a joy to be in the classroom, to the present time when our teachers are so dissatisfied they are leaving the profession in droves. If only the politicians would talk to the teachers and ask their advice."

Colin Huntley, former head teacher, son of a Labour councillor and lifelong Labour supporter until he joined the Green Party

 


"The final straw for me was the introduction of tuition fees for students. The recent policy decision to introduce top-up fees only confirms the rightness of my decision."

Rev Mike Bossingham, Norfolk, ex-Labour member and lifelong Labour supporter, joined the Green Party in 2002

 

Greenwash versus sustainability

New Labour’s environmental record has been characterised, like much else, by spin. Labour puts considerable effort into giving the impression that the environment is in safe hands – but its actual record is appalling (see Far More Spin Than Substance: brief critique of New Labour’s environmental record, www.greenparty.org.uk/reports).

 

"Over the past 5 years or so, I have become more and more disillusioned and increasingly frustrated at the state of politics in this country. I have also become increasingly alarmed about the world as a whole, both environmentally and politically. In my opinion, the major political parties do nothing to address these issues and carry on regardless of the consequences, despite growing evidence and concerns about the planet as a whole.

"Locally, I again see Labour do nothing, except of course completing endless 'paper exercises' to address issues which effect the wellbeing of local people. We will have no countryside, fresh air, etc,etc, if things are left to the devices of Labour et al (lets face it, they might all as well be one party).

Melanie Forrest, ex-Labour voter, Lancaster

 "The increasingly exposed risk from nuclear security and the fallout on our health isn't even on Labour's agenda."

 Paul Barasi, ex-Labour councillor in Merton, crossed the floor to the Greens in 2002

 

"On a whole variety of environmental issues, Labour has either made small, nervous steps forward or is still going in the wrong direction."

Professor John Whitelegg, leading transport and environmental consultant, former Labour voter, now chief spokesperson for North West Green Party

  

 

The euro versus democratic control of our economy

 

The Green Party opposes the euro on social, democratic and environmental grounds. (See The Euro or a Sustainable Future for Britain? A Green Critique of the Single Currency by Dr Caroline Lucas MEP and Dr Mike Woodin, www.new-europe.co.uk and also general campaign materials at www.greenparty.org.uk/campaigns)

The Greens believe that Britain needs to invest more in public services to compensate for under-investment in the past - but membership of the euro, and the restrictions imposed by the Stability Pact, would hopelessly compromise that aim.

A recent ICM poll showed that trade union members would vote 49-32 against joining the euro, and only 5 per cent said that they thought the euro was a priority for the government. (Source: www.no-euro.com)

 

"It is time for the Labour movement to wake up to the real threat that joining the euro poses to the livelihoods of working people, to public services and to the hard-won economic stability that has been the cornerstone of Labour’s economic strategy."

John Cruddas, Labour MP

(Source: www.no-euro.com)

 

"The pro-euro lobby, including Britain in Europe and the Labour Movement for Europe, have taken to deliberately misrepresenting the Greens and the No Campaign over the issue – trying to confuse the public into believing opposition to the euro is ‘anti-European’ or ‘right-wing’. I think they’re doing this as a desperate scare tactic, because they know that most Labour voters are against the euro."

Mark Hill, ex-Labour councillor, Islington, now a leading Green Party activist and former member of Green Party Executive 

Transport policy: Labour gridlock versus the

Green transport revolution

 

As recently as 1996, Labour was a party committed to rail nationalisation. In 1997 it promised better public transport and road traffic reduction if elected to government. Yet Britain’s public transport is in a mess, Tory-style roadbuilding has continued to absorb a huge proportion of the transport budget, and in 2000 the Labour government squashed an attempt by Green Party peer Lord Beaumont to introduce a bill to renationalise Railtrack.

It would be extremely popular for Labour to scrap the roads programme and channel the money into more environment-friendly, people-friendly alternatives. In a poll shortly before the 2001 general election, 61% said the government should do so (see Green Party: The Strongest Link, www.greenparty.org.uk/reports 2001). The Green Party showed how we could fund the alternatives (see The Green transport revolution and how to pay for it, www.greenparty.org.uk/reports 2001), but Labour has continued on its road to nowhere.

 

"Labour promised us traffic reduction – there was John Prescott’s famous quote, that if in five years’ time there were not far fewer people using their cars, he would have failed. Well, he failed! In fact in their first transport white paper in government they did a U-turn. Now they’re following the same old Tory policies of building roads regardless, and it’s more obvious than ever that it’s not working.

"If we scrapped the national roads programme we’d liberate £30 billion to spend on alternatives. The Green Party drew up a shopping list of what that would buy in terms of tram systems, fare subsidies, safe routes to school programmes, home zones and so on – it would be a huge step forward to do that. Nearly everyone would end up with better choices in transport, we’d cut road accidents, we’d cut deaths from air pollution and we’d make progress on climate change.

"But what most people don’t think of is that it would also create jobs. Investment in public transport is proven to create more jobs per £m than roadbuilding does."

Kay Roney, ex-Labour councillor in Oldham, crossed the floor to the Green Party in 1999.
"As a Methodist minister serving in a rural area I am very aware how much has to be done regarding public transport and rural facilities. The Green Party has worked out that if we scrapped the national roads programme we’d be able to invest billions in rural public transport, which would be good because a lot of rural families don’t have access to cars."

Rev Mike Bossingham, King’s Lynn, lifelong Labour supporter until he joined the Greens in 2002

"The fact is that Labour policy on transport is based on a fundamental flaw – the idea that car travel will continue to get cheaper and public transport will continue to get more expensive. So the government goes along with more roadbuilding, and under-funding of alternatives. It’s a lose-lose situation."

Professor John Whitelegg, leading transport consultant, former Labour supporter, now the Green Party chief policy advisor on transport

The Iraq war – the last straw

 

Tony Blair has faced the biggest parliamentary rebellions in British history over Iraq. But Iraq is only the latest example of his aggressive, heavily militarised foreign policy. The so-called "war on terror" in 2001-2002 led to the deaths of an estimated 4-5,000 Afghan civilians. The bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999 clearly breached international law and killed some 1,500 Yugoslav civilians, while peppering Kosovo with deadly depleted uranium. (See Bombing of Yugoslavia 1999, www.greenparty.org.uk/reports)

Before coming to power in 1997, New Labour promised an "ethical foreign policy." Then it continued to same Tory policies of selling arms to violent dictators whenever Blair considered it to be "in Britain’s interests" to do so. Probably the worst example was the sale of bombers and other military equipment to the genocidal Suharto dictatorship in Indonesia, which had invaded East Timor and killed some 200,000 East Timorese, in defiance of almost a dozen UN resolutions calling on Indonesia to withdraw. Many Labour supporters, like the Greens, will note the differences between Tony Blair’s treatment of the evil dictator Saddam and that of the evil but friendly dictator Suharto.

But Iraq may be the last straw for thousands, and possibly tens of thousands, of Labour Party members determined to put principle before loyalty to a party that no longer represents their views. 

A Telegraph poll of 74 Labour Party constituency chairs revealed that 89 per cent opposed a war on Iraq without a UN mandate for the use of force – and thousands of Labour Party members could quit: over two-thirds of the constituency chairs expected some of their members to resign, while 5 per cent said that they would consider leaving themselves.

(Source: "'Thousands will quit Labour' over Iraq war," Susan Bisset, Daily Telegraph, 12.1.03, 

www.telegraph.co.uk) 
"We have no justification at all for a war on Iraq. The logic of the situation beggars belief. It is manufactured by George Bush and oil is a factor. Some people will resign. People are very, very concerned about the close links Tony Blair has with George Bush on this issue."

Jim Garton, chairman, Rother Valley Constituency Labour Party

(Source: "'Thousands will quit Labour' over Iraq war," Susan Bisset, Daily Telegraph, 12.1.03, 

www.telegraph.co.uk) 
"I'm absolutely appalled at the idea. In my view war in Iraq is only on the cards for two reasons: oil and George Bush winning his next election. What is the point in killing Iraqis in pursuit of either of these causes?

"Lots of people have said to me that they would tear up their membership cards if the Government went to war with Iraq. I think that's why the party made them laminated this year. If they go ahead with a war they're going to have a serious crisis on their hands."

Charles Baily, chairman, Bedford Labour Party

(Source: "'Thousands will quit Labour' over Iraq war," Susan Bisset, Daily Telegraph, 12.1.03, 

www.telegraph.co.uk) 
Where can Labour members go if, like so many people, they oppose the war? Surely they want representatives who can and do speak out for peace and help achieve it. Iraq is a big issue but Mr Bush has a long list of countries to which Mr Blair is intent on signing us up. He’s faced a rebellion and he’s faced it down. So now Labour MPs and members are going to have to choose – do they want a foreign policy that promotes peace, or do they want to stay in a Labour Party that simply won’t go down that road?                                                                                                                  Paul Barasi, ex-Labour councillor in Merton, crossed the floor to the Greens in 2002

 

"…the idea of fighting terror with terror I find indefensible."

Ian Dixon, ex-Labour activist, now a Green Party council candidate in Lancashire

 

"My main reason for my resignation from the Labour Party was the foreign policy pursued by HM Government, in particular our close relationship with George W Bush and the US Government."

Colin Huntley, former head teacher, long-term Labour supporter, now Green Party activist

 

"Nelson Mandela is quite right to say that Blair is no more than the US Foreign Minister."

Quentin Deakin, former Labour activist, life-time socialist, left New Labour in 1997 and is now chair of Shipley Green Party, West Yorkshire

 

"The key issue for me was its failure to oppose nuclear weapons. Today there are thousands of Labour CND supporters who believe that Labour should quit the nuclear threat. But its not going to happen with the Blair regime in charge, or Brown, or even Cook - they sold their socialist souls to the devil for 'power' many years ago.


"And now we come to the worst warmongering that Labour leaders have been reduced to in their entire history. We need to build a stronger Green Party, because the Green Party is the true Peace Party in the 21st century.

Mark Douglas, ex-Labour agent, now a member of the Green Party’s Campaigns Committee

Conclusion

 

The Labour Party has made two fundamental mistakes.

The first was to stop fighting for what it believed in, and move its policies to the right to attract disaffected Tory voters. The logical conclusion of this was that it became a new conservative party. There is little difference, except in detail, between the policies of the Labour, Conservative and Liberal Democrat Parties. They are all neo-liberal parties committed to privatisation, globalisation, militarisation of foreign policy, and a tokenistic approach to the ecological crisis.

The second mistake was to fail to evolve to meet new challenges – chiefly the ecological crisis. Air pollution still kills up to 24,000 people a year in the UK (see Stolen Life: Death and sickness caused by air pollution, www.greenparty.org.uk/reports 2002). Climate change is still the biggest threat to the economy in the coming century (with a possible exception of war). Public confidence in such basic things as food safety is probably at an all-time low.

These are the issues that concern everybody. Of course, the Green Party has watched its viewpoint gradually spread to a greater and greater section of the public, until we reached the stage where opinion polls usually show greater support for Green Party policies than for those of Labour and the Tories (See Green Party: The Strongest Link, www.greenparty.org.uk/reports 2001).

It only remains for those people who support the Green view – not least those who have been disillusioned by New Labour – to join the Green Party.

We have a hard task ahead of us, but we can’t sit and do nothing. The war, the environment, public services – a whole host of crises must be addressed, and political support for alternatives built. Britain needs its Green Party, and the Green Party needs you.

There has never been a better time for leaving Labour – and joining the Greens.

