Green Party commitment to public services

Policy statement on public services (13th January 2003)

1. Principles

1.1 The Green Party re-affirms its commitment to the provision of high quality public services - which should be publicly funded, publicly accountable and publicly owned.  

1.2 Public services must be run and managed effectively, be responsive to the needs of service users and the public generally, and respect the rights of the workforce.

2. Public ownership and provision

2.1 The Party believes that there are some services that should be provided only by public bodies, including policing, the fire and other emergency services, criminal justice and prisons, the railways and London Underground, the post office and the utilities (gas, water, electricity).  We would aim to bring all affected facilities back into public ownership as soon as possible.  Public ownership would be national, regional or local, depending on the service.

2.2 A review would be undertaken into the future of the telecommunications industry with a view to improving public accountability and the provision of a more affordable and unified service.

2.3 In sectors with a long and well established history of private as well as public provision, such as health and education, citizens should have a right of access to a high quality public service which is publicly funded and publicly accountable.

2.4 While energy continues to be provided by the private sector, the Green Party will advocate greater and more favourable access to renewable energy provision.  We oppose energy provision from nuclear sources.

3. Opposition to privatisation, PFI, PPP and GATS

3.1 The Green Party opposes privatisation of public services, including the Private Finance Initiative, Public-Private Partnerships, policies which lead to the depletion of local council housing stock - such as wholesale transfers to large national housing associations and the Right to Buy scheme, and mechanisms like the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), which undermine public provision and accountability of public services.

4. Investing in and defending local services

4.1 Public services should be provided as locally as possible.  Local provision and access to public services such as schools, hospitals, libraries, nurseries, post offices and public transport is essential for sustainable communities to thrive.  Green Party policies will ensure high quality local provision of such services.  In the meantime, we will campaign against closures and running down of these local services, and for greater public investment for service improvement.

4.2 The Party condemns the promotion and fostering of a spurious concept of 'consumer choice' between geographically dispersed, large-scale public service facilities, such as certain schools or hospitals.  Such 'choice' hides the reality of poor and dwindling local service provision.

5. Accountability and 'third way' provision

5.1 Immediate accountability and the duty to see that public services are provided in a given locality must lie with the most appropriate level of government. In many cases this would be at a level lower than operates now.  It must remain the responsibility of government: to ensure high quality and predominantly publicly owned services are provided over the long term; to retain full democratic control of those services; and to be held fully accountable to the electorate for service provision.  The Green Party opposes any arrangements for public service provision which compromises this responsibility.

5.2 The Green Party notes the new found enthusiasm of the other main political parties for the delivery of public services by voluntary, co-operative or other mutually controlled or not for profit bodies.  The Party believes that these bodies have had and can continue to have an important role, but is concerned that this role must be in the context of proper public control, accountability and ownership.

5.3 The Green Party rejects the 'third way' approach to public service provision which would produce a two- or multi-tier system, undermine the principles of universal provision and public accountability and risk significant public liability for private loans.  On this basis the Green Party opposes New Labour's 'foundation' hospitals and similar models of public service provision.

6. Funding

6.1 The Green Party believes that many of the problems of the public services result from long term under-funding by both Conservative and Labour governments. The Green Party would reduce the decline of public services by increasing public funding.  Sources of greater public funding for public services include funds released by making the taxation system more progressive, including increasing income tax on top earners, and, where necessary, public borrowing.  Public funding should come from the level of government to which the service is accountable, except that national funding and mechanisms must ensure there is universal access to quality public services, guaranteed to high national standards of provision. 

7. More services free at the point of use

7.1 Many more public services should be provided free at the point of use.  The Green Party would, for example, abolish charges for prescriptions, eye tests and dental treatment.  In higher education we would abolish tuition fees and re-instate student grants.

8. Workers in the public services

8.1 All workers in the public services should be properly rewarded with permanent contracts, decent pay, pensions and conditions of service, and access to training and career development.  They should have a say in how services are delivered.  Empowering and giving security to workers in the public services will revive the public service ethos and ensure high quality service delivery. The Green Party fundamentally rejects the casualisation and de-unionisation of the public services workforce.
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