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"So what would the Green Party do about Iraq?" 

A briefing on the pro-peace policies of Britain's fourth-largest political party.

“Even with backing from the UN Security Council, this war would still be illegitimate. It will cause a humanitarian tragedy and a political crisis. It is likely to throw the region into chaos and spark a wave of fear, anger, desperation and anti-Western feeling - in other words a fertile breeding ground for terrorism. Iraqis are caught between the Hammer of Western sanctions and bombing, and the Anvil of Saddam's oppression”

Dr Caroline Lucas, Green MEP

· Let the inspectors do their job, and end the hypocrisy:

The U.N. destroyed 90-95% of Iraq's Weapons of Mass Destruction in 1998, and Iraq is virtually clean compared to nuclear weapons states such as Pakistan, India and Israel. The U.N. was set-up after WWII to carry-out disarmament, but 50 years later Britain has built 2304 nuclear warheads. Of course Iraq should disarm, but so should we all, including the US, which has refused the U.N. permission to inspect American biological weapons. The US, with their arrogant "Right to Bear Arms" also recently scuppered the UN Small Arms Treaty, to the anger of the majority of the world, who want peace. Ironically, the US has also refused to comply with the Treaty on Biological and Chemical Weapons.

· Lift the sanctions: 

Economic sanctions have killed over a million people: half of them children under 5. Imposed by the West a decade ago, they breach the Geneva Convention that specifies civilian populations must not be targets, and two U.N. Deputy Secretary-Generals have resigned in protest. Dennis Halliday, former director of the "Oil-for-Food" program has said of sanctions: "We are in the process of destroying an entire society. It is as simple and terrifying as that. It is illegal and immoral". Sanctions mean that Iraqis now each live on 30 pence a day. Chronic malnutrition is widespread, with one in ten children dying of hunger before their fifth birthday. 

“If the food distribution system is hit millions will go hungry. If power lines are hit the water system will break down. Sewerage will contaminate fresh water. Epidemics of typhoid and cholera will follow.”

Dr Caroline Lucas, Green MEP 
· Let the Iraqi people create democracy: 

As Green MEP Dr Caroline Lucas described on her recent trip to Iraq, at the moment "Iraqis are caught between the Hammer of Western sanctions and bombing, and the Anvil of Saddam's oppression". If we lift the sanctions and let the Iraqi people improve their own lives, they will have the resources and breathing-space to decide their own destiny. At the moment, living on 30p a day, they are too busy trying to stay alive to think about politics, and so Western sanctions play into Saddam's hands. After sanctions are lifted, Iraqis will also cease to side with Saddam because of a shared resentment of the West, and they will be free to organise and determine their own fate just as Nelson Mandela did against apartheid South Africa. This is the Green Party's vision for Iraq: a democracy through autonomous self-determination brought about by grass-roots participation, not a top-down, totalitarian Western-puppet oil-oligarchy brought about by bombing and the destruction of dissent.  

“A second resolution achieved through bribery and bullying at the Security Council won't make this war somehow more legitimate. A second UN resolution won't make it any less wrong.”
Jean Lambert, London’s Green MEP 

· Apply international law: 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is now up and running, despite the United States being the only country to object to the ICC's existence. Even now, the US refuses to admit that its citizens should obey the court's rulings and international law. The ICC is an ideal venue to try Saddam Hussein, and even a conviction in his absence will send out a strong moral message that would galvanize Iraqi grass-roots opposition, cast the West in a fair light, and mean that Saddam's days in power are numbered.

· Fund the UN: 

The UN is the forum for fighting terrorism and addressing rogue states. Yet 10% of our taxes go to the military, and a sixth of that sum to the UN. The Green Party will increase the UK's funding to the UN dramatically: at the moment, the UN receives a pitiful 15p from each person in the world per year. Since the world sows £570 000 000 000 each year on arms, and 1/600th of that on peace, what do we expect to reap?

“Even if Saddam were sponsoring terrorism in Britain, there would be no point in bombing Iraq. At best it would be futile. At worst it would sow the seeds of hostility against Britain for decades to come and provoke terrorist attacks on this country”

Councillor Colonel (retired) Kevin Cranston, Green Party military policy advisor

· Reform the Security Council: 

The Green Party advocates wide-ranging reform of the UN, starting with abolishing the right of Veto and democratising the Security Council, so that countries cannot be bullied or bought by big nations such as the United States. We urge the UN to apply the General Assembly's Resolution 377- called "Uniting for Peace"- which takes a matter out of the Security Council's hands if progress is continually held up by lack of agreement, and gives the General Assembly- where all the nations of the world are represented- the responsibility to maintain international peace and security in that case. 

· Stop Exporting Arms: 

Taxpayers in Britain subsidise the Arms Exports industry by £763 000 000 a year, and Britain is the world's 2nd largest exporter of arms. That's £40 each year of your tax helping to sell death and destruction abroad. The Green Party will ban the sale of arms overseas, a move that will create more jobs that it will end because of the removal of an artificial and uneconomic subsidy that harms the growth of sustainable, ethical jobs and instead fuels terrorism, war and hatred the world over. 

Instead of the "war on terror", we need to make friends. For that we need money to help our friends, and to change the ways in which our global trade exploits other countries.  We do not want to buy more weapons. They can only make more enemies.


John Norris, Green Party Peace & Defence Speaker
· Clean-up the radioactive weapons:

In Iraq, babies are commonly born with terrible deformities, due to the Depleted Uranium-tipped shells that the Allies used in the Gulf War. Green Party Science Spokesperson Dr Chris Busby, head of the European Committee on Radiation Risk, has found that 80,000 veterans have been suffering from various illnesses due to the 350 tonnes of Depleted Uranium fired in the Gulf War. Indeed, the incidence of lymphomas in Italian peacekeepers stationed in Kosovo, where Depleted Uranium was also fired, has increased by 7 times. Civilians in Kabul have 200-400 times the background level of uranium in their urine. Unlike New Labour, who have used them in Kosovo and Afghanistan, the Green Party will not only ban these weapons of mass destruction, which defy international law, but launch massive clear-up operations to relieve the terrible suffering of the people - in Kosovo, in our own armed forces, and in Iraq and Afghanistan - that have been poisoned with the waste of the UK's nuclear industry.  

Depleted Uranium has killed and incapacitated thousands of civilians in Iraq, long after the 1991 war supposedly ended, by causing people to die of cancer and children to be born with limbs or organs missing. The Ministry of Defence seems devoted to maintaining stocks of DU.

Dr Spencer Fitz-Gibbon, Green Party media chief 

· Protect asylum seekers: 

 The Green Party fears a racist backlash from the “war on terror” and does not believe that Britain has "a problem with asylum seekers". The only problem is that these people should be forced to leave the homes they love due to the violence that we have often sold to their governments in the form of arms or exploitative trade-relations. No wonder the top two origins for asylum seekers to Britain are Iraq and Afghanistan. 

"We have to remember that we are talking about human beings, not cogs in an economic wheel".

Jean Lambert, London's Green MEP 

· Stop the atrocities in Israel-Palestine:

Violence is perpetrated by both Palestinians and Israelis, and to allow a move from retribution to reconciliation Israel must comply with the 80 UN Security Council Resolutions it is currently violating. We need "Land for Peace" if there is to be an atmosphere where bloodshed can turn to tolerance. The Green Party supports a UK boycott against Israel until this happens, and urges Palestinians not to perpetuate the cycle of violence. 

“Justice must be even-handed between Christian, Muslim and Jew.” 

Lord Beaumont of Whitley, 

Green Peer

· Invest in renewable energy: 

We don't need Iraq's oil. As a windy Northern isle, Britain has the capacity to produce far more than our own electricity needs from off-shore wind-farms. It is subsidies for nuclear, and vested interests in the motor and energy industries that hamper the growth of sustainable alternatives. Bio-fuels for vehicles and renewable electricity are much more economically competitive: British Nuclear Fuels is currently losing £1.9m a day, and was recently propped-up by a £650m grant from the British Government that was exposed by our Green MEP Dr Caroline Lucas as being illegal under European competition law. 

“The West’s desire to guarantee  secure access to oil is not only generating conflict-it is also fuelling climate change, the biggest single biggest threat to the world’s economy in the coming decade. Clearly we have to make progress  with alternatives to oil and there are plenty of them.”

Dr Caroline Lucas, Green MEP

· Bring the corporate criminals to account:

It is the lobbying of powerful multinational companies that have allowed the arms industry, nuclear industry, and oil industry to maim, kill, exploit and pollute for so long, and the Green Party is the only party in Britain with credible policies to tackle corporate power and create a world for people, not profit. See our report "Time to Replace Globalisation" at www.greenparty.org.uk
“Corporate globalisation is at the root of the oil-motivated attacks on Iraq, from where I have just returned from meeting the ordinary Iraqi public who live on 30p a day. Now, New Labour are planning to murder them, to profit a corporate monoculture that attacks workers, jobs, languages, the poor and the environment, and according to the U.N. leaves 3 billion people- half the world’s population- with less money than 475 captains of industry.”

Dr Caroline Lucas, Green MEP

For more information on the Green Party of England and Wales, or about our elected Greens in the House of Lords, London Assembly, the European and Scottish Parliaments, and at Town Hall level, visit www.greenparty.org.uk, write to 1a Waterlow Rd, London, N19 5NJ or office@greenparty.org.uk or call 020 7272 4474
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