
   Cardiff Green Party
Local Election Manifesto 2012
Cardiff County Council election on Thursday 3rd May



Contents

Foreword  3

Economy & Jobs  4

Culture, Arts & Creative Industries  5

Tourism  5

Education & Young People  6

The Welsh Language  6

Housing  7

Parks & Recreation  8

Transport  9

Waste Management  10

Democracy  11

Social Justice & Equality  12

Policing & Community Safety  12

Contact 13

2



Green Priorities

3

Foreword
Local elections will be held on Thursday 3rd May 2012. These elections give residents the 
opportunity to vote for someone to represent their community on Cardiff County Council. This 
year, for the first time, the Green Party will be fielding a candidate in every ward in the city. This 
means that residents who in past have never had a Green option, will now have the opportunity to 
cast their vote for the party in at least one seat in every ward (and every seat in many of them).

At a local and national level the Green Party is growing in confidence, the last few months have 
seen an unprecedented increase in local membership and grassroots support. The Greens are 
stepping up to offer a real political alternative to the major parties that have traditionally 
dominated the council.  

All year round the local Green Party have been working with local residents, helping with 
everything from replacing lost waste-bins to regenerating a community centre. This has only re-
affirmed our commitment to genuine and direct local democracy. Simply put, we believe that 
local people know what is best for their communities and this belief is at the heart of all our 
policies. In this manifesto we outline not only a long term vision for the city, but real on-the-
ground policy solutions that can be put into action today.

Our Seven main priorities are:

● Greens believe Cardiff should take the lead in Building a Green Economy, working with local 
businesses and third sector organisations, we will fight to bring sustainable, high value jobs to the 
city. 

● Greens reject the idea that cuts are the best way to rebalance our economy. We will continue to 
Oppose cuts & defend valuable public services.

● Greens believe that residents know how best to spend money in their local area. We would 
implement a Participatory Budgeting Scheme giving local people a greater say in decisions which 
affect them. 

● Greens want a comprehensive strategy for Tackling Fuel Poverty. We will invest in a household 
insulation programme and ensure landlords take adequate steps to make their houses as warm as 
possible for tenants.

● Greens know that residents want Cleaner Streets. We would take steps to improve damaged 
pavements and clear up the rubbish that blights many of our communities. 

● Greens believe that Communities should be at the Heart of Policing, we would encourage 
greater partnership working between police, the council and the voluntary sector – to deal with 
the causes of crime. We would also encourage the formation of new Local Action Teams giving 
police the opportunity to hear community concerns and act on them.

● Green want to Build a Transport System that suits the needs of our City. We will save our 
Central Bus Station and maintain integration with the train station.



Cardiff is a vibrant city with enormous potential 
as the Welsh capital, but recent Council 
administrations have pursued crass imitations of 
more successful English cities and vanity 
projects. The era of speculative building of 
offices and apartments without a solid case for 
demand must end. Our city can no longer be a 
free market experiment and future development 
must meet the needs of residents.

We must fight for higher value jobs for our 
population and end our place as a city full of jobs 
on the lowest rung of the service industry such as 
retail and call centres. Cardiff has the potential 
to be at the heart of the research and 
development of new green industries. 

All significant new development in Cardiff must 
be strictly tied into public transport 
infrastructure. Despite being a compact city we 
have some of the longest commuting times and 
heaviest traffic of major UK cities. The Cardiff 
Bay project is a prime example of failure to plan 
adequate convenient public transport into our 
city’s development. 

Green industries’ have a huge role to play in 
ending the UK recession. Jobs could be created 
quickly across the employment spectrum in 
Cardiff, for example by insulating homes, fitting 
solar panels and building new ‘green’ homes 

Cardiff City Region

Cardiff is at the heart of the South Wales 
economy and has the potential to be as vibrant as 
major population centres such as Manchester and 
South Yorkshire. There is currently little 
integration across local authorities on issues such 
as housing and transport. 

Councils across South East Wales need to agree 
on an economic vision for the region and to work 
together to deliver it, including the infrastructure 
required to connect it together.

Economy & Jobs In particular, more use needs to be made of the 
railway infrastructure centred on the Valley 
Lines. We welcome indications that there is 
support for electrification of the lines which 
will decrease journey times and is an 
opportunity for investment to transform the 
network into a ‘metro’ system that any 
European city can be proud of, including light 
rail to various neighbourhoods in Cardiff. We 
reject the historic obsession that such projects 
should primarily aim to link Cardiff Bay to the 
city centre, and instead help people get to 
work.

Greens will:

● Encourage the city’s larger employers to “buy 
local” and offer support and training to local 
SMEs and third sector organisations

● Make better use of council owned property 
and land to provide affordable workspaces for 
small and medium sized companies (SMEs) and 
third sector organisations.

● Continue to work with the business 
community and the third sector to bring empty 
shops and offices back into use.

● Take steps to encourage self employment and 
local start ups to strengthen the local economy.

● Ensure all council staff are paid above living  
wage. We would increase the wages of the 
lowest paid staff cut those of top officers.

● Aim to source products and consumables as 
locally as possible from local companies.
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Tourism
Tourism brings great economic and social 
benefits to our unique city. Greens believe 
Cardiff must not be dulled by the spread of 
more chain stores, bars and restaurants. We will 
do all we can to support and sustain the brave 
little businesses found across the city, 
particularly the Victorian arcades, that make 
our city so special.

We must continue to provide a wide menu of 
attractions that guarantee visitors from home 
and abroad a good time in our city. At the same 
time, Greens believe tourism must be 
sustainable, meet the needs of local people as 
well as visitors throughout the year and not 
impact adversely on our environment.

Greens will:

● Encourage more restaurants, food shops, and 
hotels to use local produce.

• Establish ‘Green Tourism’ awards for local 
businesses, with a 'Green' Code of Practice for 
the city tourist industry.

• Encourage more visitors to travel to the city 
by train and bus.

● Promote eco-tourism in the city for cyclists 
and walkers, taking advantage of our location 
on the national cycle network.

● Keep the city centre clean. Too many visitors 
complain about the city being dirty.

● Campaign for stricter planning laws to protect 
small businesses and keep mega-stores at bay.

● Campaign for a year round ferry link to the 
north coast of Devon. A move that could 
potentially open Cardiff to thousands more 
visitors.

Our city is home to thousands of musicians, 
writers and artists, people working in 
architecture, design, fashion, film and video, 
the performing arts, publishing, software and 
computer games and television and radio. 
Known collectively as the creative industries, 
they employ a total of 3.5% of the city's 
workforce and constitute an important revenue 
stream for the city.
 
The critical mass of expertise established in the 
new creative industries attracts companies to 
the city, safe in the knowledge they will find the 
skills they need. The sector is highly skilled, and 
the four universities and surrounding colleges 
feed new talent into the mix. Support and 
development of the creative industries is 
critical to the city's economic future and should 
be seen as a priority by the city council.

Although many residents engage with the arts, 
more should be done to promote and support 
local community arts projects in council estates 
and suburbs. Many of the city's creative 
businesses are new and small, need support and 
nurture in their early days and encouragement 
and help to expand. High rents make it hard for 
them to find space to expand as they grow. 
Greens believe the city council should provide 
new affordable creative industries space and 
make better use of existing space. Empty 
property should be used for ‘meanwhile’ 
creative workspaces.

Greens will:
• Urge the council to publicise Cardiff more 
widely as a creative industry centre.
 
• Press for all major regeneration schemes 
to include creative industry workspaces and for 
empty property in the city to be brought back 
into short- to-medium term use as creative 
workspace. 

• Encourage free open access culture – such 
as fairs, plays and music – in community 
centres parks and deprived communities.

 

● Work with the local music industry to 
provide better venues.

Culture, Arts & 
Creative Industries
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Education & 
Young People
The Green Party believe in giving young people 
the best start in life as possible and campaign for 
generational justice on national and even global 
scales. Meanwhile cuts to public services are 
affecting young people especially, with youth 
unemployment above one million and young 
families struggling to gain financial and social 
independence. 

Greens will:

● Encourage increased cooperation between 
schools, colleges, universities, workplaces and 
apprenticeship schemes to ease transitions from 
one education system to another and boost 
young people’s chances of finding work upon 
graduation at whatever stage they leave the 
education system.

The Green Party also believe that teaching our 
young children about the environment in which 
they live is important. That’s why we will:

● Help encourage more walking and cycling to 
school, which will also reduce congestion and 
improve safety for our children.

● Ensure healthy, locally sourced food is served in 
schools and educate on good eating and exercise 
practices.

Outside of school, young people need to have 
access to resources and opportunities 
appropriate to their age. Extra-curricular 
activities are an important part of education 
and promote independence and self-
actualisation. The Green Party will:

● Ensure adequate funding to community and 
youth centres, keeping them open and active.

● Protect parks and recreational areas, keeping 
sports facilities as cheap as possible for all.

The Green Party notes that Cardiff has seen a 
surge in student numbers over recent years. 
Often these students arrive and leave within 
a small number of years and fail to integrate 
with the rest of the community. In city centre 
areas especially this lack of community spirit 
can be significant. The Green Party aims to 
encourage better integration within 
communities to ensure that both students and 
other residents can make the most of living 
within close proximity. The Green Party will:

● Aim to use multiple forms of media including 
student newspapers, text messaging and 
social networks to communicate with students 
and other young residents on council matters, 
such as waste collection reminders.

● Aim to develop partnerships between 
student and non-student groups to increase 
community integration and skill sharing. 

The Welsh 
Language
As the capital city of Wales Cardiff is in a unique 
position in helping to demonstrate how Wales 
can become a truly bilingual nation. The Cardiff 
Green Party notes the huge growth and interest 
in the Welsh language in Cardiff and would 
encourage this growth to continue. 

Our policies to develop local, 
sustainable communities in Cardiff are an 
essential step towards supporting Welsh-
speaking communities. Strong local communities 
and economies are the key to the future of the 
Welsh language. 

The Cardiff Green Party recognises the 
importance to the future of the Welsh language 
of ensuring young people continue to use the 
language after they have finished full time 
education and will promote policies to help this 
to happen. 
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Greens will encourage and support policies to 
make Welsh the language of the workplace, 
communities and homes.

Greens will:

● Promote Cardiff as truly bilingual city where 
Welsh and English are seen in an equal light.

● Provide support to ensure Welsh is used outside 
formal learning environments.

● Ensure the growth of pre-school Welsh language 
support for parents and their children.

● Support increasing the provision of Welsh 
medium adult and youth education and 
community services.

● Ensure that while Welsh is promoted it will not 
be to the exclusion of non-welsh speakers.

● Promote Welsh among Cardiff’s many ethnic 
communities.

●  A Green council would provide an example to 
other organisations, both private and public, 
located within the city on how a bilingual 
organisation can work to the benefit of the whole 
community.

Housing
Our homes are central to every aspect of our 
lives and we believe that everybody in Cardiff 
should have access to affordable, suitable, 
green housing. Many young people are struggling 
to get onto the housing ladder while hundreds of 
properties go unused.  

Tenants of all ages are often left with little 
choice but to rely upon dodgy landlords at a 
time of increasing rental costs. 

Homes close to the city centre especially are 
much in need of maintenance, as bad quality 
housing causes all sorts of health problems, as 
well as pushing up energy bills. 

Having the heating on at a respectable level is 
not just comfortable, but necessary for good 
health, the drying of clothes during wet 
winters and other general purposes. In the 
Winter alone we saw gas prices rise by 18% and 
electricity costs up by 11%. Energy companies 
are raking in larger profits and seeing little to 
no hindrance from government.

Greens will:

● Develop a comprehensive strategy for 
tackling fuel poverty in households of greatest 
need, including a free insulation programme.

● Investigate raising revenue for solar roofs, 
giving free energy to householders and a 
source of income for the Council. 

● Ensure landlords take steps to make their 
houses as warm as possible for tenants. 

● Investigate ways of making more use of 
empty properties across the city, increase 
supply.
 
● Support housing co-operatives as a 
community led alternative to letting agencies.

● Work to ensure students and other 
inexperienced tenants are informed about the 
housing options available to them and are not 
unfairly pressured by letting agencies.

● Support efforts to establish a community-
owned renewable energy company.

● Oppose major housing developments which 
which do not allow adequate community 
facilities.
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Parks & 
Recreation
The Green Party believe that local parks are an 
important source of civic pride, aside from being 
an important source of relaxation and well-being, 
parks help to reengage the community with 
environmental concerns and promote the city's 
biodiversity. 

Whilst we understand these spaces serve an 
important recreational function as well, a  
balance needs to be struck between enjoyment 
and conservation. For instance, more needs to be 
done to raise awareness of the detrimental (and 
costly) impact of litter and dog fouling in our 
streets and green spaces.

One way to promote greater environmental 
awareness is though allotment farming. Despite 
the many empty plots still available,long waiting 
lists have in recent years acted as a disincentive. 
The Green Party would not only look to secure 
further land for new allotments, but support the 
development of community-run, co-operative 
allotment plots.

In 2011 the council spent £193,690 removing 
graffiti, clearly such spending is unstable and long 
term preventative measures need to be 
implemented.

Graffiti

The most visible graffiti within our communities 
needs to be removed, especially around school 
routes, community centres and main public 
highways. We would look to run primary school 
graffiti workshops to instil a right time right 
place ethos. Promoting art-led graffiti in graffiti 
hot spots can enhance areas, removing the blank 
canvas for rude, often insulting vandalism of 
public and private property.

Greens will:

● Promote woodland management and access.

● Promote environmental best practice in public 
spaces.

● Secure further land sites for new 
allotments and encourage the development 
of community run plots.

• Remove the most noticeable and offensive 
graffiti, whilst implementing legal graffiti 
spaces in conjuncture with organising 
primary school graffiti workshops.
 
• Help commission art work that reflects and 
promotes community interests on graffiti 
hotspots

• Screen plant alleyways.

• Encourage local businesses to be 
responsible for the litter on public paths 
outside their premises. 

• Implement anti littering/ dog fouling 
campaigns through media and schools as long 
term preventative measures. 

• Encourage schools and communities to get 
involved in litter picking in their 
neighbourhood hot-spots.

● Oppose further development on park land, 
unless the development is genuinely low 
impact and self-sustaining. 

● Local parks are for the enjoyment of all 
residents and visitors. It is not fair that parks 
such as Cooper's Field are occupied (usually 
for paid private functions) for so much of the 
year. We would support an increase in free 
community-led events that are genuinely 
inclusive.

● Oppose the development of Llanishen 
Reservoir.
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Transport
The Wales Green Party champion better public 
transport and a better deal for walkers and 
cyclists. We believe a fair balance must be 
struck between the needs of pedestrians and 
cyclists, public transport users and 
motorists. Our vision is for a city with clean air. 
To achieve our vision we must learn from the 
best in Europe. 

We must work harder on schemes that deliver 
excellent value for money. Our transport policy 
is designed to give people a choice of walking 
or cycling, using safe and reliable affordable 
public transport or private vehicles to get 
around our city.We are not opposed to cars, but 
to car dependency. 

Most car journeys made in the city are local and 
could be walked, cycled or made by bus. We 
would aim to prioritise the recognised transport 
hierarchy where appropriate; firstly 
pedestrians, secondly cyclists, followed by 
public transport and then cars.
We believe we need to persuade people to 
change the way they travel, if we are to tackle 
climate change, cut the city’s carbon footprint 
and make Cardiff a better and safer to place to 
live.

Cars

Cardiff has been ranked as one Europe’s most 
car-dependent capital cities. Research says that 
Cardiff offers fewer incentives for people to opt 
for a car-free lifestyle. We have the second-
lowest number of public transport trips per day 
and the lowest number of people commuting by 
public transport.

Greens will:

• Support the introduction of Controlled Parking 
Schemes which actually reflects the needs of an 
area.

• Continue to press for a 20mph limit and other 
safety measures.

• Reinvest collected parking fines from each 
ward back into the improvement of the 
infrastructure of that ward.

• Implement pricing structures for local car 
parks that support local business and create 
space for local users; reinvest charges to the 
local area.

Cycling and pedestrians

Currently our cycle lanes are illegally parked on 
without being policed, rendering them unusable 
or dangerous. Parents lack confidence or feel 
unsafe about allowing their children to travel to 
schools independently; be it alone or 
accompanied, by foot or bike. Often these 
school routes have a complete absence of safe 
crossings and traffic is traveling to fast in 
residential areas.

Greens will:

• Introduce more pedestrian crossings, crossing 
attendants and traffic calming measures on 
school routes and residential areas.

• Introduce cycle priority networks, including 
prioritised cycling routes to schools.

• Increase cycle parking in schools and around 
businesses.

• Introduce an inner city cycle circular, inter-
connecting our parks via safe and quiet routes.

• Conduct cycling / walking audits of all new 
traffic and development schemes. 

• Create logical people paths to increase safe 
access to local shops and enable the 
appropriate integration of cycling throughout 
the pedestrian zone. 

Buses & Trains

Public transport is the lifeblood of any modern 
city. Aside from being better for the 
environment, good public transport is vital to 
the local economy
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Greens will:

• Support the electrification of Cardiff and 
Valleys lines 

• Introduce schemes such as Home Zones, Safe 
Routes to School and pedestrianisation.

• Promote the use of alternative fueled 
vehicles, for those who require them - 
particularly electric vehicles.

• Plan for mixed-use developments where shops, 
housing and businesses are closely located and 
connected by pavements and cycleways.

• Investigate cross-town dedicated football 
buses.

• Complete bus priority networks.

● Save our Central Bus Station and maintain 
integration with the train station.

• Prioritise the reduction of the need to travel 
by strengthening local economies.

Waste Management
The Cardiff Green Party is committed to the 
creation of a zero waste city. The business 
case is overwhelming. Burying or burning 
waste is twice as expensive as recycling and 
wastes finite natural resources. To support our 
policy of ‘reduce, reuse and only then recycle’ 
we believe greater emphasis must be placed 
on waste reduction and the recycling of wood, 
furniture and other materials. We will promote 
city-wide waste reduction, encourage more 
residents to compost their garden waste and 
continue to campaign for reduced packaging of 
goods. 

Greens will:

• Monitor the proportion of waste that is 
actually recycled rather than merely 
collected.

• Support the recycling of wood, furniture and 
other materials. 

• Tackle fly tipping with better information 
about how to recycle and what can be recycled 
exchanged, disposed of unwanted goods for 
free, or at a small charge.

• Work towards a zero waste Cardiff.

Food Waste

WRAP (Waste & Resources Action Program) 
estimates that each UK household produces 
about 250kg of food waste per year, 
representing one third of food purchased. At 
the moment, our food waste is sent to 
elsewhere for treatment – adding unnecessary 
traffic and carbon emissions.

Much more needs to be done to divert food 
waste from the general waste – which drives 
rats, cats and seagulls to destroy bin bags to 
feed on. It could also become a valuable 
resource as Anaerobic Digestion can turn it into 
gas and natural fertilizer.

Greens will:

• Promote commercial / domestic city-wide 
waste reduction and food waste collection. 

• Encourage more residents to compost their 
garden waste. 

• Divert domestic / commercial food waste 
from landfill which drives rats, cats and 
seagulls to destroy bin bags to feed onto the 
production of renewable energy through 
Anaerobic Digestion.

Waste Incineration
 
Waste incineration has become a particularly 
important local issue with a new Viridor 
energy-from-waste plant due to built in Trident 
Park, Splott. Despite strong local objections 
(and a campaign supported by the Cardiff 
Green Party), the plant was granted planning 
permission in 2010. 
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Further more, because of the Council’s 
commitment to sending waste to be incinerated, 
recycling rates will have to be capped, which is 
unacceptable and extremely short-sighted. The 
Green Party will continue to oppose incineration, 
however green its name is being rebranded. We 
will promote the alternative: Mechanical & 
Biological Treatment.

Burying or burning waste also presents real health 
hazards to the immediate population. The ash 
produced from incineration also contains 
dangerous levels of dioxins and metals. During 
new construction, in decades to come, the metals 
and dioxins will get into the environment. 

Mechanical and Biological Treatment (MBT) 

The majority of the municipal waste we produce 
in the UK can be re-used, recycled or composted, 
reducing the amount of residual municipal waste 
that is produced over time. 

Research has shown that high recycling and 
composting followed by MBT is one of the best 
ways to treat waste in terms of climate change, 
and maximises our resource efficiency. 

Removal of recyclables should be maximised, then 
the small amount of waste remaining should be 
disposed of to landfill, unless sufficiently clean to 
be used as compost (these processes should occur 
in small, localised treatment plants). 

MBT also has many other advantages over 
incineration - the technology is more flexible, the 
plants can be built on a small scale and can be 
modular in design. They are also cheaper and 
quicker to build. 

Greens will:

• Campaign against Waste Incineration.

• Support the implementation of MBT plants

• Reduce, reuse and only then recycle, placing a 
greater emphasis on waste reduction. 

● Oppose the development of any further landfill 
or land-raise sites in South Wales.

Democracy
The Green Party believes that local people 
should have a greater say in decisions 
affecting them. We also want to improve the 
relationship between the Council and its 
residents by ensuring transparency, proper 
consultations and appropriate 
communication methods.

Cardiff Council has so far failed to even talk 
about Open Data, the idea of making 
information held by the council more easily 
accessible online. It also has a weak record 
on answering Freedom of Information 
requests quickly. Greens believe that 
information held by the Council should be 
available in an Open format where possible, 
for the benefit of residents and external 
organisations wishing to use the data for 
community purposes.

Greens also believe that education is the 
solution to many of our problems. We will 
endeavor to make use of both traditional 
and modern technology to keep all 
residents, from young students to old age 
pensioners, in touch with their council 
services.

Greens will:

● Implement a 'Participatory Budgeting 
Scheme' so that residents in each ward are 
able to decide how Council money is spent 
to support their community. 

● Use open data formats and licensing for 
the publication of council information, 
reports, data and media wherever possible.

● Automatically publish the results of 
Freedom of Information requests as long as 
they do not impinge on personal privacy.

● Ensure that consultations are open for an 
appropriate amount of time and are 
advertised through a variety of media forms 
to ensure all affected have a chance to raise 
their views.
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● Support neighborhood level communication 
and groups aiming to use information about the 
local area to encourage collective decision 
making.

● Make use of a variety of media formats to 
advertise Council services to residents, such as 
making more use of the TidyText scheme and 
social media.

● Work more with both the Student's Union and 
students in order to better incorporate them 
with the rest of the Cardiff community.

● Help provide assistance and resources to 
ensure as many eligible residents are registered 
to vote as possible and work to increase voter 
turnout in all elections.

● Make Capital Times – the council's free 
newspaper for the whole of Cardiff – a 
newspaper for all the people of Cardiff, rather 
than a mouthpiece for the council.

Social Justice & 
Equality
The Green Party aims to treat everyone equally 
and fairly. Our goal is to ensure respect for 
everyone whatever their ethnicity, gender and 
gender identity, beliefs, sexual orientation, 
class, size, or disability.

Greens will:

● Campaign for equal pay and opportunities for 
women.

● Work with local voluntary organisations to 
tackle homophobia, racism and domestic 
violence.

● Work with the trade unions and other groups 
to strengthen the council’s equality policies.

● Campaign against any reductions in funding 
for combating and dealing with homophobia, 
racism and domestic violence.

● Ensure council decisions and services are 
delivered equally.

Policing & 
Community Safety
Crime, and fear of crime, blight too many 
lives, especially in many of our poorest and 
most deprived neighbourhoods. No one should 
have to live in fear of street gangs, nor endure 
robberies or burglary, and shops should not be 
faced with constant shoplifting. 

To deal with crime we have to address why it 
occurs and what to do when it does. On the 
causes of crime we must first recognise that 
there is more crime in more unequal societies, 
and that by making our society more equal in 
the ways set out in this manifesto we will also 
make it safer.

The Police, like many other essential services 
have been hit by crippling cuts in expenditure. 
At the same time, unemployment is rising and 
hardship in the city will worsen. Deepening 
poverty leading to increased desperation and 
fewer police officers could create a perfect 
storm of rising crime for the first time in 
years. Greens believe this can be prevented, 
and our streets and homes kept safer, by 
delivering policing differently. The police 
should work more closely with communities 
and other community safety agencies with a 
greater emphasis on preventing crime and 
making us all feel safer in the first place.

Greens believe communities should be at 
the heart of policing. We think police officers 
and uniformed PCSOs should be visible in 
our neighbourhoods, and should attend 
community meetings to understand – and act 
on - local people's priorities.
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Their efforts should be focussed on building 
relationships with residents and businesses, and 
most of their time and effort spent preventing 
crime

The police should work in close partnership with 
the city council, health providers and 
the community and voluntary sector, and 
devolve budgets to neighbourhood Local Action 
Teams (LATs) to spend on local policing priorities, 
and to fund youth work and other diversionary 
activities.

The police must continue to work closely with the 
criminal justice system to ensure 
those responsible for crime and anti-social 
behaviour are brought to justice. For less serious 
offences, the police should try to seek resolution 
between the offender and the victim through 
restorative justice. We would introduce a system 
where the onus is on the offender to restore the 
position of the victim as far as possible to where 
it was before the crime took place.

Greens will:

•  Promote greater partnership working, including 
pooled budgets, between the police, the city 
council, health providers and the community and 
voluntary sector to deal with the causes of crime, 
not least through more support for youth work 
and young people’s activities.

• Encourage the formation of new Local Action 
Teams in the city which give police the 
opportunity to hear community concerns and act 
on them.

• Support local licensing officers in their work to 
reduce alcohol-related crime, whilst at the same 
time actively supporting responsible pubs and 
landlords who encourage community cohesion.

• Increased funding for services for victims 
of sexual violence in the city and support the 
creation of dedicated Domestic Violence and 
LGBT community liaison officers

• Introduce community budgeting to 
allow residents and businesses to determine 
the priorities for spending on 
neighbourhood policing.  

• Improve the design of our city to provide 
safer streets and public spaces. 

Contact
Chair: John Matthews 
chair@cardiffgreenparty.org.uk

Secretary: Sian Best
sian.best@walesgreenparty.org.uk

Press Officer: Sam Coates
sam.coates@walesgreenparty.org.uk

Websites

Cardiff Green Party
cardiff.greenparty.org.uk

Wales Green Party
wales.greenparty.org.uk

Green Party of England & Wales
greenparty.org.uk
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