
Detention, Deportation and freedom of 

movement local campaign pack
Welcome to the second part of our People Not Numbers campaign pack. Here we will be 

covering wider aspects of the hostile environment outside a university context including 
detention, deportation and freedom of movement. In this campaign we advocate community, 
solidarity and humanity in order to create a caring, as opposed to a hostile environment. 

 
What are our key three demands? 

1. End the deportation of asylum seekers and refugees 
 

Deportations are often a case of life or death for those affected. As Young Greens, we 
stand wholly against this utterly inhumane, dangerous and expensive tactic of the Home 

Office. Often migrants who have faced the death penalty, death threats or unlivable 
circumstances have been deported back to the countries they have already fled. 

Deportations, or “enforced removals” affect asylum seekers, EU migrants, British 
residents and many others. In 2015 alone, there were 12,111 enforced removals of people 

who have not been convicted of crimes: e.g., failed asylum seekers, visa overstayers, 
“illegal entrants” and others.  To make matters worse, like detention this practice is 

incredibly expensive; security alone has cost £524 million alone for a ten year contract. 
As Young Greens we believe this practice is morally unforgivable and and economically 

unjustifiable.  



2. Shut down all Immigration Detention Centres 
 

The UK immigration detention estate is one of the largest in Europe. From 2009 until the end 
of 2016, between 2,500 and 3,500 migrants have been in detention at any given time. 

Currently roughly 30,000 thousand people are detained in immigration detention centres 
every year. The UK is the only country in the EU which detains people indefinitely, which has 

been proven to have severe consequences on detainees mental and physical health. 
 

Whilst other Party’s have called for a 28 day limit, the Green Party stands alone in our 
policy to abolish detention centres entirely. The rape, violence and abuse have lead 

detainees to hunger strike which we as Young Greens have stood in solidarity with in the 
#hungerforfreedom campaign. The UN Special Rapporteur for Violence Against Women has 

been denied access to inspect Yarl’s Wood by former Home Secretary Theresa May to 
protect ‘corporate interests’, indicating a total disrespect for the human rights of 

detainees. To make matters worse, detention costs UK tax payers £34,000 per detainee/year, 
which given 

 
roughly 30,000 people are detained every year on average begs the question of why it is 

prioritised over our NHS amongst other crucial public services. Immigration detention is a 
dark stain on our human rights record, and we pledge our campaign efforts to prevent it.



What can you do on the ground to support our demands? 
 

Now that you understand why we support these three demands, we’ll spell out how you 
can get involved with supporting these causes. 

 
Detention what can you do? 

 
A great way way of showing solidarity with people experiencing detention, and learning 

first hand what the reality of detention is is by visiting a detention centre. We not advise 
this lightly, as the experience of doing this can be incredibly upsetting, yet we recognise 
this as a valuable act of solidarity. There are nine detention centres in the UK, and over 

15 visiting groups you can support here who will pair you with a detainee that we 
recommend you visit once a week. This act is often highly appreciated by those who are 

being detained, and will give you a very direct insight into the injustices of detention. We 
recommend maintaining strong boundaries when visiting which visiting groups will be able 

to advise you on. 
 

     B) Check out when the next Surround Yarls Wood demonstration is. These 
demonstrations, held roughly every quarter and powerful marches outside the walls of 

Yarl’s Wood Detention Centre. We recommend bringing appropriate clothing, food and 
drink as these days can be long, tiring and are largely outside. We’d also like to warn 
people that the site is not very accessible, and getting to Yarl’s Wood requires some 

walking in fields. Please follow Unis Against Borders for more info. However we highly 
advise against attending Movement for Justice demos, the Young Greens Executive 

Committee have disaffiliated from Movement for Justice. 
 



Community Cohesion- what can you do? 
A) Host a Meal 

 
Get your local your refugee organisations over for a meal. Food is always a fantastic way to 
bring people together, and a great way to share different identities and life experiences. Co- 
Leader Jonathan Bartley held a successful meal for refugees in his area by reaching out to 

local organisations, have a look at his video here! Please note, people going through the 
asylum process are often not very well off, so please do not request that they bring any 

food or drinks as this may be humiliating for them if they cannot afford this. 
 

B) Fundraising for your local refugee group with events 
 

Charities working within the migration sector are often low on funds, so why not host a 
fundraiser for them? Look up your local refugee or asylum charities, contact them and ask 

for consent to fundraise for them. Your fundraiser can be anything from a dinner, music 
fundraiser to a panel discussion. Make an eventbrite, with a suggested entry fee of £5 of less 

depending on your event costs. These can be held at your houses, local venues or at your 
student union- the latter we suggest most strongly as this should be easy to book for free. 

 
C) Language exchange events 

 
Why not set up a language club with refugee and asylum groups in your area? You can set up a 

coffee club, or arrange to meet in a local community area or faith area to arrange this. 
Please note it is preferable that you have an ESOL or teaching qualification, or at least one 

volunteer who is trained in teaching to guide you all as volunteers. Subsequently these 
should not be presented as formal lessons, as they are community building exercises.  



Deportation- what can you do? 
 

The Stansted 15 trial. 
 

An example of direct action against this is the Stansted 15 trial. In March 2017 15 activists 
from Lesbians and Gays Support the Migrants prevented the deportation of Nigerian and 

Ghanian LGBTQ+ asylum seekers who were facing the fear of death had the deportation taken 
place. However whilst we support the action of the Stansted 15, we do not directly encourage 

similar actions to be taken without acknowledgement of the legal risks of such a direct 
action; as the Stansted 15 are now facing charges of terrorism with potential life in jail. 

 
What we would encourage is to support the Stansted 15 both on your social media platforms 

and by attending the trial which will commence at Chelmsford Magistrates Court in the first 
week of November. Both Caroline Lucas and Jonathan Bartley have spoken out against 

charges of terrorism as they set a worrying precedent for our rights to protest.  Please 
follow up End Deportations for more information on this. 

 
B) Protest deportations at your local airports 

 
Follow most the detention visiting groups above on social media for last minute information 

as to who is being deported. Visiting groups, in particular SDS often call emergency demos 
where activists are invited to attend the airport where someone is being deported in an 

attempt to prevent the flight from leaving. Alternatively it is possible to call the airline 
deporting the person in question (these details are also provided by visiting groups), in order 
to create enough public outrage to prevent the event taking place. Finally, (and we recognise 

this is a big financial commitment which we would not expect most to be able to afford) you 
can prevent flights leaving by buying tickets from the airline and protesting on board the 

airline. 
 A famous example of this is of a 21 year old Swedish woman who prevented an asylum seeker 

being deported to Afghanistan which she filmed. This subsequently went viral, raising 
awareness of deportations globally. Remember, if the captain of a flight or enough 

passengers are uncomfortable with someone being deported it is possible to ground a flight, 
and in this instance allow a deportation to be prevented. 



Finally, we always encourage you to get in touch with your MP or local government on 
any of the above issues. Please see our resources on how to engage your MP, how to 

submit a motion to your council and make sure you sign our end detention petition. In 
addition, please check Migrants’ Rights Network’s calendar for key event dates for 

training, protests and talks on migration. 
 

We hope that the above advice gives you a clearer idea of how to take action on our 
People Not Numbers campaign aims. If you have any further questions please contact 

admin@younggreens.org.uk.


